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An update from Gnana Deepam school in India

by Steve Devaraj

For us as at Gnana Deepam school, along with many around the world, this year has been much different from
what we had anticipated. The school closed its doors to students back in March. There has been much
vacillating in the government regarding the senior school exams. Even as recently as June, we were preparing
for our year 10 to take their exams which were cancelled yet again. A very trying time for the students who have
spent the last 3 months in limbo.
On the school campus we are taking safety precautions and social distancing seriously and trying to implement
these measures with those staff who need to come in. Most children are away with their families.
There is still no clear government directive on when schools may reopen. We should have begun our new
academic year in the first week of June but as yet have not begun student admissions. We hope to begin this
shortly in a restricted capacity as we are struggling to keep paying staff salaries with no income. The
government has indicated that schools need to keep all staff on at full salaries. This is increasingly challenging
for us as a school as apart from charitable donations we have not received any income since March and looks
most likely that this scenario will continue until around September, which is when schools are presumed to
reopen.
We are taking steps to begin online learning for our senior students . This may not be at full interactive capacity
however as most children will only be able to access this on phones wherever signal is received in their villages.

Before lockdown we commenced work on the new classroom
block - this is because regulations state that the science labs
are to be used for science lessons only. This new block will
eventually give us the classroom capacity that we need.

Thank you for your
continued support!

Nepal - the school is temporarily closed but
has been transformed into a community
kitchen!
Pastor Daniel has been in touch to say that despite the number of Covid-19 cases being on the rise in Nepal,
they are all fine and safe at the current time. He thanks everyone for their support and prayers. They are
under lockdown and the school is currently closed. However, during lockdown his community has suffered
famine, so with other members of his church he is running a community kitchen at the school to support
the most vulnerable families.

As you may know, Pastor Daniel’s school is situated in the Balkhu Slum in Kathmandu. This is a
community of 546 families living in extreme poverty. As a result of the lockdown, the community began to
suffer when people were no longer able to earn money from their jobs. They were starting to go hungry.
Pastor Daniel's church - the Revival Church, which is based in the slum wanted to stand with the local
community. A team of 18 church members are doing a fantastic job cooking and delivering 2 warm meals a
day to 269 vulnerable people in the slum.
Pastor Daniel has made a short video about this which is on our
Facebook page and will shortly be on our website - it is well worth a
look! He will be in touch when the school reopens for pupils
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