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Welcome to the winter 2020 newsletter

It goes without saying that there have been lots of challenges this year...
Gnana Deepam school is currently still shut (as per government
instruction). There is a possibility that the exam year students (years 10, 11
& 12) will return in mid-January after the Tamil harvest festival. We won’t
know until the start of January exactly what will happen. The team are
missing the children and the campus is almost empty, as all but a handful
of children have returned home to their families. School staff have visited
the children who live locally and lots of the children have kept in touch by
messaging using smart phones.
The school has implemented online teaching via Google Classroom. Parents
have shown just how much they value their children’s education by doing
everything possible to purchase a smartphone or other device that can be
used for online learning.
However, it is not just acquiring a device that can be an obstacle to
learning. In the rural areas surrounding the school, it can be difficult to get
a signal. It is quite common for the children to form little groups (to keep
themselves safe) and to move around to get a good signal. Lessons can
take place in a cowshed, or on top of a hill - wherever the signal is best.
They then log in to their online classes provided by Gnana Deepam.

Another Gnana Deepam success story
Written by Beth Devaraj

On behalf of Gnana Deepam I would like to extend our thanks and
appreciation to Child Link for all your support this year, in particular toward
supporting the education of so many girls. One such beneficiary who has
been blessed by your support is a girl called Sujatha. She is the second
daughter of a widow and could not have continued her education without
your help. She sadly lost her father 7 years ago and her mother has been
struggling to keep the family going ever since. She excelled in both sport and
academics from an early age. During her final year at school, she made it to
the State Hockey Team and as a result received a sports scholarship for
University education this year. She has enrolled on a Batchelor of Computer
Systems Engineering program. Her mother had informed me many times
that if it weren't for the financial support received via ChildLink, her
daughter would've been married off by the age of 17 which is what
happened to Sujathas elder sister. ChildLink has given Sujatha and so many
other girls with similar circumstances ' Hope', may the hope that Jesus gives
us and the joy of Christmas come alive for you all. Thank you. Happy
Christmas.

DECEMBER 2020

page 2

The new Gnana Deepam science block is taking shape

Another piece of good news is that the work on the new science labs is making excellent progress. Funding for
these labs had been secured prior to the start of the pandemic. With the students away the work has been able
to progress quickly. These new labs are needed because the current labs are only suitable to teach up to year
10 standard. Now that the school teaches up to year 12 (A-level standard) bigger labs are needed. Workers
have finished concreting the roof and will soon have the shell of the building ready. Next year the labs will be
kitted out. This has been a real blessing.

Financial impacts of the pandemic

Obviously, the school closure has had a big financial impact. They have only been able to collect 40% of last
year's fees. The school has managed to retain its staff by issuing a 25% pay cut. Staff are very appreciative
of this as many neighbouring schools have just shut down and the staff have lost their jobs. The school was
only able to afford this and get through the current year due to Child Link’s financial support. They have cut
back on all other expenses and are hoping to finish the academic year (in May) without debts. If they reopen
for exam year students in January then they will have the expense of getting the school buses out to those
children. They will have to run the buses but with reduced child numbers as the exam years comprise only
about 100 out of 700 children. They may have to charge those parents double the normal amount of bus
fare as there are many costs involved in getting the buses up and running again... MOT type tests and
licences etc.
During the lockdown, the school buses have been stuck at school. The drivers come in regularly to start,
move, and clean them. The government gave schools a leeway in not having to pay the loans for school
buses or associated taxes during this time. It was a blessing as this would otherwise have been a lot of
money for something that was not being used. This will finish at the end of December when they are
potentially looking to lift the lockdown.

Outlook
It is hard to say if there are a lot of Covid cases locally, as India has dropped testing dramatically and it feels
like few precautions are being taken. The situation is definitely worse in cities. Travel is hard - there is little
public transport. Hotels and restaurants are mostly closed. Where practical, people can work from home but
livelihoods have been affected.
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Around the school, villages with their own fields can grow their own food or produce food to sell on. However,
families whose members work as domestic help or in factories are more affected. Most are ok for food but it is
other necessities and expenses that they struggle with. The church on the school site has helped various
families by buying and distributing groceries to them once a month.
It has been a tiring time for the leadership team who have to think on their feet and respond to changing
government regulations quickly. The staff have been able to use this quieter time to undertake some training.
They have learned many new skills involved in distance learning - such as how to make videos and edit them!
As the school is in a rural area and the campus is large it is relatively easy to implement social distancing.
For everyone working at the school, knowing that people such as yourselves are still interested and are
still willing to partner with them in whatever way has been a real comfort - as it can feel lonely at times.
They really appreciate your generous and continuing support at this difficult time. It has kept the school
going and has given them peace of mind. All the team at Gnana Deepam would like to extend their
thanks to you.

In Nepal the slum school has reopened
The school reopened at the end of November. There are measures in place to safeguard the health of staff
and children. The children are absolutely delighted to be back after such a long break from their
studies! The children have their temperatures taken on arrival and wear visors in class. They wash their
hands before snacks and meals. They are really enjoying the delicious and healthy lunches
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A message from Pastor Daniel
Dear respected Donors,
Greetings from the Slum family of Balkhu Slum, Kathmandu, Nepal, and very Happy
Christmas 2020
We are very much thankful to God for your kind support and love these past few years.
Your support and love became our great strength during this Covid pandemic and
lockdown. This year so many of us have been completely out of work and locked inside
our homes in the slum, fearing the virus. But God is so good, and you are all so gracious
to us, and that is the reason that we have been able to cross these dark moments of our
lives and slowly edge back to some kind of normality.

Pastor Daniel and his team
have been working tirelessly
throughout the pandemic.
Over the summer the school
was shut but with Child
Link's financial assistance
they continued to support
not only school families but
the wider slum community
by organising and delivering
food parcels

As the temperature
drops , Pastor Daniel
has said he would
like to use the extra
money from Child
Link this Christmas
to buy warm winter
coats for the school
children.

And finally...

Thank you!
Child Link Trustees and staff
would lilke to thank you all
for your generosity. You have
been amazing. Wishing you
all a very Happy Christmas.
😊
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