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52 girls have the
gift of an
education
It was just over a year ago that
we asked the Gnana Deepam
team to identify a specific need
that we at Child-Link could focus
on and that would reinvigorate
support in a sustainable way.
Several ideas were forthcoming
but the need to educate girls
stood out from all other
suggestions.
We are so pleased to be able to
report that from funds raised at
New Wine in 2015 and other
donations made we have helped
to educate 52 girls from the
villages of rural Tamil Nadu,
South India. These are girls from
an illiterate farming community
who would not otherwise receive
much schooling at all, because
preference is always given to
boys in the family.
Thank you so much to all you
amazing supporters who were
motivated to give so that these
lovely young girls could receive
the gift of an excellent Christian
based education.

Exciting New Opportunity for Child-link in the Slums of Nepal

M

any of our long term sponsors will know the founder of Child-Link John
Fergusson who now lives in New Zealand. He also spends a good deal of his
time working in Nepal, bringing the good news of Jesus to the very needy people
of that nation. John recently presented the Child-Link trustees with a possible new
challenge, in which we as a small charity could make a very big difference to the
people whose lives have been made considerably more difficult since the
earthquake of April 2015. Our intrepid trustee Diana Butchers took up the
challenge to go and experience life in the Kathmandu slums on our behalf and has
Fr report below.
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e joined John and his team from New Zealand early Sunday morning to visit
Pastor Daniel in the slum area which is where he feels God has called him. It
is an encampment of huts made out of bits and pieces- mostly wood, corrugated
sheeting or anything else that can be found - with narrow passageways between.
There are rows and rows of these huts with no amenities. I did see one block of
dishevelled toilets barely usable. Over 4000 people live in this slum 9700 are
children) alongside a river
with very little water, more
like a mud and rubbish
ditch. Pastor Daniel said
there are other churches
working in the slum are and
fifty percent of the people
are Christian.
Land in Kathmandu is very
expensive. The government is trying
to close the slums down and move
the people out with no help or
compensation. Pastor Daniel said
they might receive another piece of
land to settle on but the locals will
not allow it. The government have
completely demolished one slum
further along the river, however, the people are slowly coming back as they have
nowhere else to go and it was their home. The people usually put up some
resistance but the government bulldozers ultimately win. Since the earthquake
250, 000 homes have been destroyed and many schools also.
Continued on back page.
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Testimonies from Gnana Deepam School
Amazing Grace
Grace came to us when she was only 6 years old when her father passed
away, and her mother could not afford to look after her. Through our sponsors in the UK, we were able to support her as she went through our school,
was baptised, and went on to study a degree in science. Last year her mother
passed away, leaving her orphaned. Despite her difficult home situation she
passed all her exams and graduated. This year she has shown an interest in
getting a deeper knowledge and training in her faith, and is therefore going to
attend Bible college for a one year residential course in Bible study and
leadership training!

Rachel - An Excellent All Rounder
Rachel is 16 years old and is the eldest of three girls. In India, girls are still
seen as a burden to a family and are often not treated well. She was brought
to us at a young age, as her father was injured and unable to work, and so
could not afford to educate his daughters. We welcomed her and her two
sisters into our home and Rachel worked hard. She had a good attitude and
was always a cheerful, helpful girl. She is a good dancer and sportswoman,
and excelled in her academics. This year she sat her government exams and
achieved a brilliant mark - the top mark in the school!

A Huge Thank You to Margaret.
Margaret Durrant is stepping down from the position of Child-Link Trustee which
is a great loss to the Child-Link team. We will miss her enthusiasm, and attention
to detail, not to mention her minute writing skills! Margaret’s great integrity and
commitment has helped Child-link through a very challenging season when
difficult decisions had to be made. Margaret described herself as “something of
an ideas person” when she joined us in 2011, but she has proved to be much more
than that. Using her musical and needlework skills she has also been an excellent
fundraiser. Margaret has indeed made a worthwhile contribution to the work of
supporting vunerable children in South India over the past seven years. Thank you
so much Margaret, you really will be missed!

A Warm Welcome to Karen.
We are very pleased to introduce our new office manager Karen Adams. She is
only able to work one day a week at present as she has two quite young children.
Karen is getting to grips with all the challenges and delights of running a small
charity.

Our new office hours are 9.30am to 3.30 pm each Tuesday.

Gnana Deepam School Report- India April 2016
The school currently has 561 children - 344 boys and 217 girls. It has capacity to,take on 700 children in total so
there is still space to take in more girls if the funding is available. The 20 girls Child-Link supporters were able to
educate are doing well. The sixth form has begun with 20 eager pupils.

Inside the new science labs and new furniture.
The science lab is now complete, Steve is very proud of it and the students are enjoying using it for their lessons. It
is equipped with chairs and desks and they have limited equipment such as Bunsen burner but are looking to purchase more. The school was able to build five classrooms for the same value that it would have cost to build two.
This was achieved by building upwards on a single storey block as opposed to a separate building. They are praying
for permission (to use the classrooms ) from the education authority who are waiting for a bribe. The school praying that this permission is given without a bribe.
There have been many requests to take in children from a village down the hill, again, they are from the lowest
caste. The school has two Christian teachers from the area. Although the parents have other options, they want
their children to come to this school as it is more affordable. Steve and Simon are working on how to get a school
bus to collect these children.

The school recently had
an Open Day, during
which the children were
very excited about displaying their
work/projects. All were
able to give some explanation in English.

A big thank you to all our supporters who
have sent donations for our General Fund
this year and have enabled Gnana Deepam
School to build a new perimeter wall. The
Indian government made this a
requirement for the school to re-open this
year.
Steve and Beth Devaraj and their children will be with us at New Wine
this year. Do come and visit the Child-Link stand and meet them!

The Picture that says it all. Pastor Daniel with his Standard One children.

Continued from front page.
Pastor Daniel has rebuilt his school with the help of a charity and reaches most of the primary school level children
(in the slums) with 86 on the register and 75 pupils attending regularly. When he was able to provide a hot cooked
lunch for the children this number went up to 100 . Two of the teachers are 18/19 year old girls who are students at
college in the mornings and teach at the school in the afternoons. Nepal has a huge shortage of teachers. Some
parents don’t send their children regularly to school. On occasions Pastor Daniel is given a gift for uniforms and
books. After school children will go and beg and/or collect up the rubbish and rotten fruit left from the fruit market
to eat. The adults find it hard to get regular work, a labourer will earn 500/600 rupees a day which is the equivalent
of £3.50-4.00. The cost of living in Nepal is very high, even in the most poverty stricken areas.

The Child-link trustees were deeply moved by the work
undertaken by Pastor Daniel in the slums of Kathmandu and have
agreed to be involved in this project. This will take the form of
support for the feeding programme enabling the young children
who attend Pastor Daniel’s school to receive a nutritious meal
everyday, lovingly prepared by his wife. If you would like to be a
part of this programme please contact us at:
info@child-link.org or phone 01722 324108
£6 a month will feed a child with rice, sambal, chickpeas,
milk, eggs, bread and occasionally chicken or meat.

