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Welcome to the summer newsletter. In April this year, Trustee Diana Butchers visited both of Child Link's projects to spend time with key staff and volunteers. First
stop was Nepal to meet with Pastor Daniel who runs the slum school in Kathmandu
before heading south to catch up with Steve Deveraj Headmaster of the Indian
school in the Kalrayan Hills. Here are some highlights from Diana's report:
Nepal
I started my trip with my daughter Hattie, it
was interesting to have her opinion on things.
We began with a visit to Pastor Daniel. Pastor
Daniel was very welcoming, open and honest.
His school is located in the Balkhu slum area
of Kathmandu. He has 61 children aged 3-7
years enrolled in the school. They are provided with a hot lunch every day funded by Child
Link - probably the only hot meal they receive
and a key factor in securing their regular attendance at the school.

The day we visited, the children were
having rice and omelettes. For the
most part they ate with cutlery, picking up the egg with their hands on
occasion. The lunch time routine was
smooth with both children and teachers knowing the daily routine. The
children looked healthy and enjoyed
play time. This really brought home to
us the invaluable support provided by

I was blessed to see that the school is supported by people that Pastor Daniel has
brought up in his church. Two young men prepare and serve the food every lunch time.
Some of the girls study in the morning and help at the school in the afternoon.
We spent Saturday afternoon in Pastor Daniel's house. The house is paid for by a NGO
as he has fourteen displaced boys living with him as well as his own two children. The
house is now registered as a hostel. I was quite shocked to see the house - it is made
out of corrugated metal sheets. There are five rooms in a row with separate outside
doors to each: Two rooms for the boys, one for storage, one for Pastor Daniel's family
and a kitchen. Even though the boys are of different ages they support each other very
well.

Talking through the needs of the school, Pastor Daniel and his wife were quite clear
on the most urgent requirements. They need:

1. School books
2. Wellie boots for school children - we experienced first-hand
what one bout of rain could do to the mud in the slums!

3. Daily transport for older children to get to and from school
outside of the slums. Local buses are often full or don’t turn up
at all. The benefi of a school bus would be enormous.

Child Link would love be able to provide all of the above. We will be launching a
special appeal to raise money for Wellie boots via our stand at New Wine. Before
leaving Kathmandu I asked if there were any small gifts that Child Link could buy for
the children. Daniel and his wife suggested toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap and
hankies. We bought these as well as a ride on car and alphabet letters for the kindergarten. The children received them graciously I'm not sure they wouldn't have
preferred sweets though!

INDIA
Hattie flew home after her week in Nepal. Hattie's parting comment to me was that she
loves coming with me because she sees the real life that she would not see as a tourist. In
India the school were on their summer break so Headmaster Steve Deveraj met me in
Chennai where I spent time with two of his school staff - Rose and Devrage.
Devrage is the school administrator and is an amazing support to Steve managing all the
day to day administration allowing the school to flourish. Deverage's wife Rose does a fantastic job teaching Kindergarten. Prior to working at the school they both had good jobs
earning a lot more money. Three years ago they felt God calling them to the school and the
rest is history. They have dedicated their time and energy to build on the schools success.
Thanks to Child Link's ongoing contribution
to a school maintenance fund the school
buildings are in a good state of repair and
decoration. In addition to this two key
projects are now complete the hostel wall
and bunk beds for the girls hostel. Plans for
the boys hostel extension have been drawn
up it will have 5 bedrooms, a shower block
and a toilet. Child Link has contributed over
half of the £30,000 cost of this building.
Now that the school infrastructure is in
hand we can turn our attention to other
matters.
At the heart of Child Link we feel very
strongly that our main focus should be the
education of the children. Last year we supported 40 girls at the school and we are
now delighted to say that we can increase
this number to include AN ADDITIONAL 40
GIRLS THIS YEAR.
"Thank you Lord. This will be so well used and
needed as we have taken on so many more girls
and children of widows this year." Steve Deveraj

"Wow, thank you so much Child Link...so many
needy families have come this year, it's wonderful to be able to freely offer the help they seek.
Thank you for championing our work. This year
we have 11 new girls in the hostel, mostly in
great need and 6 new boys. It's great to be able
to help those families. THANK YOU!"
Sarah Deveraj

Rachael
While at the school Kathy (Steve's mother), Steve and I went to Rachael's coming of
age party in Athipadi village high up in the hills. The whole village attend this party.
People keep coming, eating, chatting, give money and leave. The party takes place
when a girl has her first period and is a special occasion as it means she could be
ready to marry.
Fortunately Rachael will not be marrying but will be continuing her studies at 6th
form. Rachael is very academic, taking, Maths, Biology, Physics and Chemistry at A
level. She also excels at sport, in particular football. Rachael's father was a farmer
who fell while cutting back trees and is now unable to work. Rachael's mum works
as a cleaner at the school and Rachael and her two sisters are heavily subsidised.
Rachael was a top student in her GCSE year. She is always smiling, works hard
and is hoping for a sponsor in the Sixth Form (£17.50 a month / £210 a year)
Rachel on the left with her two sisters and mother.

Stop press! Child Link Trustees and supporters have had a busy summer fundraising
and promoting the charity at 2 big events - New Wine (Bath and West Showground)
and Westpoint Bible Festival (near Exeter). We will be back shortly with more news
on how money raised at these events and through your generous support is helping
the children of India and Nepal.

